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to impress the Emperor, and for the satisfaction
of Henry's arrogance, when he thought it might be
safe to exercise it. The general drift of English
policy at the time was undoubtedly to draw closer
to the Emperor, not entirely to the satisfaction of
the Duke of Norfolk, who was usually pro-French;
but even here the oppressive Act against foreigners
by which Henry hoped to show Charles that his
friendship was worth buying made cordiality in
the interim extremely difficult. When Chapuys
in the Emperor's name remonstrated with the
Council about the new decree forbidding the export
of goods from England except in English bottoms,
the English ministers rudely said that the King
could pass what laws he liked in his own country,
just as the Emperor could in his. Charles and his
sister, the Regent of the Netherlands, took the
hint, and utterly astounded Henry by forbidding
goods being shipped in the Netherlands in English
vessels.
The danger was understood at once. Not only
did this strike a heavy blow at English trade, but
it upset the laboriously constructed pretence of
close communion with the Emperor which had
been used to hoodwink the French. Henry himself
bullied and hectored, as if he was the first injured
party ; and then took Chapuys aside in a window-
bay and hinted at an alliance. He said that the
French were plotting against the Emperor, and trying
to gain his (Henry's) support, which, however, he
would prefer to give to the Emperor if he wished
for it. Henry saw, indeed, that he had drawn the
bow too tight, and was ready to shuffle out of the
position into which his own arrogance had led him.